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Nouns

A noun names a person, animal or object. All nouns in German start with a capital letter.

1. Gender of nouns

Every German noun belongs to one of three gender groups: masculine, feminine or neuter. The definite and indefinite articles ( the words for the and a(n)) depend on which gender the noun belongs to:

	masculine
	der / ein Lehrer
	the / a teacher

	feminine
	die / eine Frau
	the / a woman

	neuter
	das / ein Klassenzimmer
	the / a classroom


2. Plural of nouns

The plural form for der, die, das is always die. In German plurals vary a lot, and it is best to learn each noun along with its gender and its plural form.
Cases

Nouns are used in four cases in German: nominative, accusative, genitive.  The cases indicate the part the noun plays in the sentence.

The nominative case

The nominative case is used for the subject of the sentence (the person or thing doing the action described by the verb):

Der Schüler lacht.  The student laughs.

The accusative case

The accusative case is used for the direct object of the sentence (the person or thing affected by the action of the verb):

Ich sehe den Schüler.  I see the student.

The accusative case is also used after certain prepositions.

	-
	m
	f
	n
	pl

	nominative
	der
	die
	das
	die

	accusative
	den
	die
	das
	die

	genitive
	des
	der
	des
	der

	dative
	dem
	der
	dem
	den


	-
	m
	f
	n
	pl

	nominative
	ein
	eine
	ein
	(m)eine

	accusative
	einen
	eine
	ein
	(m)eine

	genitive
	eines
	einer
	eines
	(m) einer

	dative
	einem
	einer
	einem
	(m)einen


Possessive adjectives

	mein
	my

	dein
	your

	sein
	his

	ihr
	her

	sein
	its

	unser
	our

	euer
	your

	ihr
	their

	Ihr
	your


Prepostitions

A preposition is a word like at or on which stands in front of a noun or pronoun and links it to the rest of the sentence:

Ich gehe in das Haus. ( I’m going into the house)

Das Buch liegt auf dem Tisch ( The book is on the table)

Prepositions followed by the accusative case
The following prepositions are always followed by the accusative case:

	bis
	until

	durch
	through

	für
	for

	gegen
	against

	ohne
	without

	um
	around


Das ist ein Geschenk für meinen Bruder (That’s a present for my brother)

Die Schule ist hier um die Ecke. (The school is just around the corner)

Prepositions followed by the dative case

The following prepositions are always followed by the dative case:

	aus 
	from, out of

	bei
	at

	gegenüber
	opposite

	mit
	with

	nach
	after, to

	seit
	since

	von
	from, of

	zu
	to


Er kommt aus der Schweiz (He comes from Switzerland)

Ich gehe mit meinen Freunden in die Stadt  (I’m going into town with my friends)

Prepositions followed by the accusative or the dative case

Some prepositions are sometimes followed by the accusative and sometimes by the dative case. When followed by the dative they tell you where someone or something is. When followed by the accusative they tell you where someone or something is going or moving to:

Ich bin in der Stadt.
 
(I’m in town / dative)

Ich fahre in die Stadt 

(I’m going into town / accusative)

Der Hund schläft auf dem Sofa 
(The dog is sleeping on the sofa / dative)

Der Hund springt auf das Sofa 
(The dog jumps on the sofa / accusative)

	Preposition
	
	Meaning with dative
	
	Meaning with accusative

	
	
	
	
	

	an
	
	at, on
	
	up to, over to

	auf
	
	on
	
	onto

	in
	
	in
	
	into

	hinter
	
	behind
	
	(go) behind

	neben
	
	near, next to
	
	(go) beside, next to

	über
	
	above, over
	
	(go) over, across

	unter
	
	under
	
	(go) under

	vor
	
	in front of
	
	(go) before

	zwischen
	
	between
	
	(go) between 


Note these shortened forms:

an dem ( am

an das ( ans

in dem ( im

in das ( ins

zu dem ( zum

zu der ( zur
Verbs
A verb expresses an action or a state:

Ich spiele Tennis
 ( I am playing tennis)

Ich bin zu Hause
 ( I am at home) 

In dictionaries and word lists, verbs are often given in the infinitive form (the to… form in English ). German infinitive forms always end in –(e)n : spielen ( to play ).

The tense is the form of the verb which expresses when the action takes place:

Er schreibt einen Brief. 
( He writes / is writing a letter, present tense)

The present tense

The present tense describes what someone is doing at the moment. In English there are three ways of expressing the present tense:

I play (every day, often, etc.)

I am playing (now, this morning, etc.)

I do play. / Do you play?

In German there is only one equivalent for these three forms:

ich spiele 

Present tense of regular (weak) verbs.

Regular or weak verbs all follow this pattern:

Infinitive: spielen to play

ich spiele
du spielst
er / sie / es / man spielt
wir spielen
ihr spielt
sie / Sie spielen

Present tense of irregular (strong) verbs.
Irregular (strong) verbs do not follow the above pattern. They change in the present tense in the du and er/sie/es/man forms as follows:

	-
	fahren
	laufen
	sehen
	geben

	

	
	to go, drive
	to run
	to see
	to giv

	ich
	fahre
	laufe
	sehe
	gebe

	du
	fährst
	läufst
	siehst
	gibst

	er / sie
	fährt
	läuft
	sieht
	gibt

	wir
	fahren
	laufen
	sehen
	geben

	ihr
	fahrt
	lauft
	seht
	gebt

	sie / Sie
	fahren
	laufen
	sehen
	geben

	
	
	
	
	

	
	a ( ä
	au (äu
	e ( ie
	e ( i


(Check out verb table link for more verbs, take the tests in Hot Potatoes)

Haben and sein

Two of the most important irregular verbs are haben ( to have ) and sein ( to be ). Their present forms are as follows:

	
	haben
	sein

	

	ich
	habe
	bin

	du
	hast
	bist

	er / sie
	hat
	ist

	wir
	haben
	sind

	ihr
	habt
	seid

	sie / Sie
	haben
	sind


Separable verbs
Separable verbs consist of a verb and another part or prefix in front which alters the meaning of the verb: an/kommen, um/steigen. In the present tense the prefix is separated from the verb and goes to the end of the sentence:

Ich komme um acht Uhr an. ( I arrive at eight o’clock)

Ich steige am Marktplatz um. (  I change at the market place)

If a modal verb or a verb kicker is used in the same sentence, the separable prefix rejoins the verb and goes to the end of the sentence:

Ich kann am Wochenende ausschlafen. ( I can have a lie in at the weekend)

Ich komme nicht, weil ich ausschlafe ( I’m not coming because I’m having a lie in)

Reflexive verbs
Reflexive verbs are verbs which include the pronoun sich in the infinitive form: sich waschen (to wash oneself). The reflexive pronoun changes according to the form of the verb:

ich wasche mich 
( I wash myself)

du wäscht dich

 ( you wash yourself)

er / sie wäscht sich 
( he / she washes himself / herself)

wir waschen uns 
(we was ourself)

sie waschen sich 
( they wash themselves)

Sie waschen sich 
(you wash yourself)

Word Order 

Main clauses

In main clauses the verb is always the second idea. Sometimes it’s the actual second word, but not always:

Ich 
heisse 
Sandra. 
(I’m called Sandra)

(1)
(2)

Mein 
Bruder
 hat 
mogen 
Geburtstag. 
(It’s my brother’s birthday tomorrow.)

(1)

(2)

If any other idea in the sentence comes before the verb, the subject of the sentence comes after the verb so that the verb is still the second idea:

Morgen
 fahre
 ich 
nach 
Berlin. (Tomorrow I’m going to Berlin)

(1) (2)

The following words act as _____v,v_____ phrases:

bevor (before)

nachdem (after)

obwohl (although)

wenn (when)

da (since / because)

seitdem (since)

e.g 

nachdem ich zu Abend esse, mache ich meine Hausaufgaben




-----v,v------

Time—manner---place

When sentences include several elements, they must follow the order Time, Manner, Place :

Ich fahre / um vier Uhr (time) / mit dem Bus (manner) / in die Stadt ( place)

At 4 o’clock I’m going to town by bus

Question words
To form a question which requires more information in the answer, you use a question word at the beginning of the sentence, followed by the verb:

Wann gehen wir in die Disco?

When are we going to the disco?

Wann?


When?

Warum?

Why?

Was?


What?

Was fûr?

What kind of?

Welche/r/s?

Which?

Wer?


Who?

WIe?


How?

Wie lange?

How long?

Wieviel? Wie viele?
How much? How many?

Wo?


Where?

